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WRITING FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES  
 

During and IELTS/English Exam you will be asked to write an essay with minimum of 250 words. There are two topics to 
The time limit is 40 minutes!  

Use    WORD COUNTER when exercising at home to check how many words you have written! 
 

THE MOST COMMON TYPES OF ESSAY ARE IN RESPONSE TO  
 

1) a pint of view/opinion 
2) argument 
3) problem 

 

 
 

USE AS MANY AS POSSIBLE LINKING EXPRESSIONS  
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MOST COMMON TOPICS  
 

1. Everyone should adopt a vegetarian diet because eating meat could cause serious health problems.  Do you 

agree or disagree? (Type 2: Argument) 

2. The death penalty is the best way to control and reduce serious crime. To what extend do you agree? (Type 2: 

Argument) 

3. In many countries women no longer feel the need to get married. Some people believe that this is because 

women are able to earn their own income and therefore do not require the financial security that marriage can 

bring. To what extend do you agree? (Type 2: Argument) 

4. Most societies have its own homeless people. Some people think that the best way to help them is to give them 

money. To what extend do you agree? (Type 2: Argument) 

5. In some countries most people prefer to rent their homes rather than buying them. What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of renting a home? (Type 1: A point of view) 

6. Being able to speak a foreign language is an advantage these days. Some people think that children should start 

learning a foreign language at primary school, while others think children should begin in secondary school.  

Discuss both sides and give your opinion. (Type 1: A point of view) 

7. While it is sometimes thought that prison is the best place for criminals, others believe that there are better 

ways to deal with them. What is your opinion? (Type 1: A point of view) 

8. Some people think dangerous sports should be banned, while others think people should be free to choose. 

Describe both views and give your opinion. (Type 1: A point of view) 

9. Some people fail in school but end up being successful in life. Why do you think that is the case? What is the 

most important thing to succeed in life? (Type 1: A point of view) 

10. Modern Technologies are now very common in most work places. How do you think this has changed the way 

we work? Do you think there are disadvantages to relying too much on technologies? (Type 1: A point of view) 

11. In some cities and towns all over the world, the high volume of traffic is a problem. What are the causes of this 

and what action can be taken to solve this problem? (Type 3: Problem) 

12. Rich countries are getting richer, while poor countries are getting poorer. What is the cause of this? What could 

be done to solve this problem? (Type 3: Problem) 

13. In many countries people are moving away from rural areas and towards urban areas. Why do you think that is? 

What problems can this cause? (Type 3: Problem) 

 
 

     MORE TOPICS & IELTS PREPARATION HELP 
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